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Wu discussed six problems in connection with land reform that hnve“&ven
concern to Chinese overseas. '

1. Classification

In some areas land-reform workers have tended to lower the c: .zsifi-
cation of people with overseas Chipese connections, reducing landlords to
wealthy farmers and. so on down the line. The purpose was to 1ike land reform
easier for them. Hovever, in other areas the amount of overseas remittarce
income was added to local land income, and this resulted in raising the classi-
fication with resulting hardships to meny. Since the government, acide fron
the destruction of the remmant of feudalism among overseas Chinese, has in mind
only the protection of their interests, any errors in classification should be
adjusted equitably by the authorities concerned with the aid of the masses.

2. Distribution

In some cases of land distribution overseas Chinese were counted in on
the distribution on the same basis as others. Thus, some overseas landlords
were mistakenly given as much land as local people. On the other hand » 1n
other places some folk in the poor and hired-farmer classes were receiving
small remittances from overseas , they were denied any part in the distribution
of movable property. The law relating to this matter (Regulation VIII of the
Government Administration Council entitled "Method of Dealing With land and
Property of Dependents of Overseas Chinese .Resident in China" proviles that
such dependents shall share in the distribution of land and movable property
on the same basis a8 all others in the same class. If they have a regular
income from overseas and are vnable or unwilling to engage in agricultural
production, they may be given less land or none a8t all according to the ac-
tual conditions involved.

~ 3. Ove.seas Chinese Remittances

There is a vast difference between income from rent exploitation ty
lendlords in Chine and remittances from Chinese overseas. The principle on
which the Central People's Government works in the matter of foreign exchunpge

318 expressed in the phrase "Foreign exchange is 1 state business, but over-

‘seas Chinese exchange remittances to dependents are private busin-ss.” That

means that dependents receiving remittances of foreign currency from abroad

v turn it in to the government banks and teke its equivalent in people's cur-
rency as their own private EToperty.

. However, in some areas from 2 to 5 percent hus been deducted from
such remittances. 1In other cases, remittances of ov-rseus landiords rave L-n
confiscated and the local authorities have presumed to act as their agents
in bandling the funds. In still other cases, overseas remittances have haen
regarded as funds secured from rent exploitation and used as an excuse 4or
raising the recipients' classification in the land-reform statue. This i: &
very grave error. In the future, land-reform cadres should not pernit such
violations of the law to go on. Most of these remittances come froin Chilnese
laborers abroad and should be used to buy ejuipment for increxring prolunticn
or for purcluce of deily necessities in a time of shortage, thu _iphte
the government's relief load. If by the receipt of mnderate re-ittar
uependents of overseas Chinese nay live a little better, no discours,
should be offered them.

k. Restitution

Overseas Chinese landlords residing in China, like ail others, should
be required to refund rent and rent ‘deposits, but the law must be observed and
oo advantage taken of them. However, any who show o, disposizion Lo b racal-l-
trant or nonlav-abiding should be turned over to the courts.
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5. Rent Deposits and Loans

Dependents of cverseas Chinese who rent out a emall piece of
my have difficulty over rent deposits and loaps. Authorities should ﬁé’“‘éﬁ
counseling on the settlement of such problems

vith & view to the inte. -
wony of the agricultural community. Privilege Tiel bar

8 of free borrowing and le
for industrial or commercial purpoges should not be abridged. ¢ ndine

6. , Overseas Chinese and Foreign Travel

The latest ruling of the Ministry of Public Security and the Commis-
sion of Overseas Chinese Affairs states that no wicked landlord will be per-
mitted to leave the country. Some overseas landlords are included in the list
of those denied exit. Othervise, emall landholders who rent out land, those
landlords who are chiefly engaged in industry and commerce for a livelihood
and descendants of landlords born overseas who are not guilty of exploit«atic,m
or other 1llegal activitier within China may be permitted to leave the country
after complying with the required procedures.

~-END-
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